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THE COLOR INSIDE
2013
Black basalt, plaster, and LED lights

Subject: Color

Activity: Experiment with primary 
colors to create new colors

Materials: Paper, red, yellow, and 
blue pencils or crayons

Vocabulary: Primary colors, spectrum

Introduction

Light program visit: 
Color is one of the basic elements of art. Using only the three primary colors an 
artist can create a limitless spectrum of colors. James Turrell uses colorful light to 
change the way we see. In the Skyspace, colored lights shine on the walls to change 
the way our eyes see the color of the sky through the opening in the roof.

Daytime visit: 
If you visit the Skyspace during the day and are not able to see the colored lights, think 
about the way the opening in the roof changes how you see the sky. Many artists use 
paint or clay to create works of art. Turrell uses light in his art. In the Skyspace there 
is an opening in the roof that frames the sky and lets natural light into the space.

Questions

Landmarks Guide for Younger Children

Light program visit: 
What colors do you see in the Skyspace? 

How do the different colors make you feel?

What else do you see when you look up? 

Do you see birds or shapes in the clouds?

Daytime visit: 
What do you see when looking through the 
opening in the roof?

How does it make you feel to be in a room 
where you can see the sky?

What else do you see when you look up? 

Do you see birds or shapes in the clouds?



Activity

Light program visit: 
Draw three solid circles, one red, one yellow, and one blue. Lightly color over each circle with 
a different color, like red over yellow. What new colors do you see? See how many new colors 
you can create using the primary colors.

Daytime visit: 
Draw a circle on a piece of paper. Cut out the circle using scissors. Hold the paper up to the 
sky and observe how the sky changes by looking through the circle. 

Vocabulary

Primary colors  - Red, yellow, and blue, which can be mixed together to make all other colors	

Spectrum - A variety of colors, arranged in order as seen in a rainbow

Artists with Related Works

Ben Rubin, And That’s The Way It Is, 2012, a light projection on the communications building 
that is only visible after sunset.

James Turrell, continued


